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SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA REACTION TO LEBANESE COUP ATTEMPT 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE AS YET GIVEN NO CLUE AS TO 
SYRIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD ATTEMPTED COUP BY LEBANESE 
MILITARY. COVERAGE HAS BEEN RELATIVELY FACTUAL 
ACCOUNT OF PREVIOUS DAY'S EVENTS. EARLY MORNING 
DAMASCUS RADIO BREIFLY REPORTED THAT BRIG. AHDAB 
HAD APPEARED ON BEIRUT TELEVISION TO REQUEST 
FRANGIE'S RESIGNATION, AND THAT FR ANGIE REJECTED 
THIS IN MIDNIGHT RADIO STATEMENT. SYRIAN 
PRESS, ON OTHER HAND, PUBLISHED TEXT OF AHDAB'S 
STATEMENT, CITED BEIRUT RADIO'S BROADCAST OF 
CABLES OF SUPPORT FOR AHDAB BY VARIOUS MILITARY 
FIGURES, AND PRINTED FRANGIE'S STATEMENT. AL- 
BAATH CITED COMMENTARY BY NEWS AGENCIES THAT COUP 
RESULTED FROM "DEADLOCK" IN LEBANESE SITUATION. 

2.SANA RELEASED STATEMENT NOTING THAT ASAD HAD 
MET WITH KHADDAM, JAMIL AND SHIHABI AT 1915 MARCH 
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EFFORTS. SYRIAN DELEGATION HAD MET EARLIER IN 
DAY WITH FRANGIE, KARAME, CHAMOUN AND OTHERS TO 
DISCUSS "SERIOUS CRISIS RESULTING FROM SPLITS 
IN ARMY.” SANA MENTIONED THAT SHIHABI HAD GONE 
TO BEIRUT THAT MORNING AND HAD MET WITH LEBANESE 
ARMY LEADERSHIP BEFORE JOINING DISCUSSIONS AT 
BAABDA PALACE. SANA REPORTED THAT DAMASCUS HAD 
CONTACTED LEBANESE PRESIDENCY AND MILITARY COMMAND 
AFTER AHDAB'S ANNOUNCEMENT TO "ASCERTAIN SITUA- 
TION." 

3. COMMENT BY SEPTEL. 
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